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F I L M  F E S T I V A L
THE DIGITAL EVENT



Welcome to our second ever International TEFL Academy 
Teach Abroad Film Festival! Originally scheduled to be held 
at the Davis Theatre on April 2, we hoped to have 
rescheduled this event for a later date in 2020, but with 
COVID-19 still in the picture, we’re taking this virtual!
 
WWe invite you to experience living and teaching English 
abroad through the eyes of our creative, passionate, and 
globetrotting alumni. Each one has 
a unique story to tell, and we’re thrilled to showcase our 
six finalists to you as they share their overseas adventures.

Our students come to us with a ‘crazy dream’ of traveling the world and living abroad. 
Some are experienced travelers, but for others, teaching English represents their first 
journey overseas. It takes an unbelievable amount of courage to take the plunge and 
make this adventure a reality. It also takes tremendous bravery and initiative to tell 
your story through film.

So, So, we celebrate our bold alumni who chased their dreams to places like Thailand, 
Indonesia, and Vietnam. We enthusiastically applaud all of our alumni who committed 
their time and energy to share their stories and submit a film.
 
Now, get ready to be moved and inspired by these creative talents as they showcase 
their experiences and bring to life the theme of Teach, Travel, and Explore!
 
WWe want to give a big thanks to our sponsors, judges, and the Film Festival team at ITA 
who not only helped create this event, but heled move it from its original in-person 
format, to this virtual format for all to enjoy.

Better late than never!

 
Bruce Jones
President and Co-Founder
IInternational TEFL Academy
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ITA Alumnus Christian Lopez ITA Alumna Anne Cheatham
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MAKE GREAT MEMORIES | Benoit Potvin
Gatineau, Quebec, Canada | Teaches English in China

BenoitBenoit’s story started in 2015 when he taught English voluntarily 
in Peru. He found himself living with 20 other people from all 
around the world. That experience opened his eyes to what is 
possible and he then vowed that one day he would be an ESL 
teacher. Back to reality, he soon forgot about his ambitions as 
the daily grind took hold of him. In 2018, he found old journals 
where he wrote his life goal: Teach ESL Abroad with a link to the 
InInternational TEFL Academy website. He decided to save up for 
his TEFL course by spending a summer treeplanting in Northern 
British-Columbia before heading east to Jiaxing, China in order to 
teach English, a job he found through Career China. Since then, 
he’s started a side-hustle in video content marketing for local 
businesses. Now with his ESL experience and registered 
business under his belt, he’s patiently planning his next move. 

LIFE’S CROSS TRAINING | Ryan Thompson
Cranston, Rhode Island | Teaches English in South Korea

AAfter earning his degree from the University of Rhode Island in 
2013, Ryan took on a brief stint in corporate America before 
deciding to complete his TEFL certification through International 
TEFL Academy. In December 2015, Ryan flew off to South Korea 
and hasn't looked back since. You can find Ryan enjoying kimchi 
and seaweed with the locals or in the mountains training for his 
next ultra marathon. Ryan is unsure if he will be an expat for life 
or or return home in 2021, but all he knows is he is exactly where 
he is supposed to be right now. His journey can all be traced back 
to a conversation with Jessie Smith, who at the time was Ryan's 
advisor at ITA. So much of what she said resonated with him that 
he just had to pursue teaching English abroad further. 

TRAVELING SOLO INTERNATIONALLY FOR THE 
FIRST TIME | Jonas Hudnall
Nashville, Tennesse | Teaches English Online from the USA

JJonas moved to Corvallis, OR from his hometown of Nashville, TN 
soon after he graduated from Mississippi State University in May 
of 2017. He graduated with a degree in Wildlife Biology and never 
thought he would be teaching English to people from all over the 
world. This new move opened his eyes to the abundant 
possibilities this world has to offer and so he decided to get TEFL 
certified through Inernational TEFL Academy in Thailand. This 
experienexperience really changed him and has inspired him to see more 
of the world and bring others along with him. He's currently 
teaching English online via two different companies with hopes 
that this will springboard him into his new life as a world traveler 
and educator.
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EMPTY SPACES | Steven Cruse
Troon, Scotland | Teaches English Online from all over Asia

SSteven grew up on the West Coast of Scotland before leaving for 
the University of Mount Olive, North Carolina to study English on 
a Men’s Volleyball Scholarship. After graduating in 2014, he was 
offered a position at his alma mater dealing with international 
student recruitment. After spending almost five years working in 
an office, his will to live was rapidly deteriorating, prompting him, 
and his girlfriend Jessica to enroll in ITA’s online TEFL program in 
2018. One 2018. One year later, they left the US, teaching English online, to 
travel the world. After six months on the road, they have spent 
time in China, Mongolia, Japan, Singapore, Malaysia, Brunei, 
Vietnam, and the Philippines. They currently have no set plans 
for their future travel but anticipate about 2-3 years of traveling. 
Their precise location as of this second is completely speculative. 

THE OTHER SIDE OF FEAR | Kenny Nguyen
Chicago, Illinois | Taught English in Japan and Vietnam

KKenny Nguyen has been traveling since he was a little boy. His 
parents would frequently take him across the world during 
summer vacations. After graduating Columbia College Chicago in 
2016, everyone expected him to join the corporate world, 
everyone except himself. In college, he made promises to himself 
that he would live in Asia for at least two years. This part of the 
world, specifically Vietnam, fascinated him. Kenny has many 
family members in Vifamily members in Vietnam, some whom he had never met or 
didn’t know well. Before entering into the corporate world, he 
knew he had to make up for lost time with his family so in 2017, 
Kenny got TEFL certified and went on to teach English in Japan 
and Vietnam, also known as “the motherland”. 

PEACE, LOVE, INDONESIA | Courtney Dart
Alexander, New York | Teaches English in Indonesia

While earning her Biological AWhile earning her Biological Anthropology degree, Courtney was 
bitten by the travel bug during a study abroad program to Israel 
in June 2015. After graduating from The College at Brockport in 
December 2015, she moved to NYC and worked in Student 
Affairs at Albert Einstein College of Medicine in the Bronx. She 
knew she wanted to travel more and also encourage others by 
leading the way. She completed her TEFL certification from 
InInternational TEFL Academy in February 2017 and went on to 
teach English online and tutor in a summer program until June 
2019, when she quit her jobs and moved back home to Western 
NY. In August 2019, she applied and was accepted to work at EF 
English First Indonesia where she currently lives and continues 
exploring Southeast Asia. 
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It has always been GoAbroad’s mission to change lives 
through meaningful travel, one destination and one 
experience at a time. They believe that travel is the key 
to individuals attaining a broader perspective of the 
world, and that the world is a better place when people 
have a deeper understanding and greater empathy 
toward all individuals and cultures.

Launched and Launched and conceptualized in 1997, GoAbroad first 
set out to fill the information gap between students

Going overseas doesn’t have to be intimidating. Having 
a travel buddy you trust makes a world of difference – 
that’s where Go Overseas come in. Whether you’re 
planning your trip abroad, you’re overseas right now, or 
you’re back home, they have just what you need!

As a company of seasoned travelers, everyone at Go 
Overseas has experienced firsthand what a stressful 
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Training Qualifications UK (TQUK) is the fastest growing 
Awarding Organization across the UK. They provide qualifications 
that meet the needs of learners and employers. Their flexible 
and responsive approach to qualification development means 
they can work with you to get the very best offer for your 
learners. With over 400 Centres worldwide and over 100,000 
Learners across 50 countries proudly presenting their TQUK 
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Founders Brewing Co. has been lucky to evolve into one of the 
highest recognized breweries in the United States. They’ve been 
ranked in the top breweries in the world by Ratebeer.com for 
the last five years, and they have several beers listed in the top 
100 beers of the world on Beeradvocate.com. They’re now 
among the top ten largest craft breweries in the country and 
one of the fastest-growing. They’re proud to be doing what 



70+
CHARITIES WE SUPPORT

$107K      1K

Making a Difference at home and abroad, together.
As Global Citizens, we are committed to helping those in need locally and around the world.

International TEFL Academy believes it is our responsibility to leave the world a better place than how 
we found it. Our staff, instructors, and students are Global Citizens, and we realize how fortunate we 
are to travel and live abroad. We have a commitment to make an impact on the world, both large and 
small, by direct involvement or by simply spreading the word on what each one of us can do.

Each Each year, ITA commits a portion of its profits to international and local charities. We also provide free 
ESL lessons to our local Chicago community. 

Total Donations Made by
International TEFL Academy

Total Charitable
Organizations Helped by ITA

Non-native English Speakers
who received free ESL classes

from ITA in Chicago
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